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Miſtaken Juſfice : 
Or, Innocence Condemn'd. 


| | | Xamples in Hiſtory there are many of unqueſtionable 


Truth, of Perſons Condemned and Executed for 
Crimes of which they were not Guilty : Some through 
the- wicked Deſigns and. Practices of Men, cither 


' Judges themſelves, or inferiour Officers, and Miniſters of Ju- 


ſtice, or Witneſſes : Some through the Weakneſs, Haſtineſs, or 
Inconſiderateneſs of Men ; of which we have had, in our Time, 
a very ſtrange Example of a Mother arul her :wo Sonc Fxecuted 
near Cambdenin Gloucefter-Shire for theM urther of one ZZariſon, 
who is well known to have been living divers Years after. And 
ſometimes there have been ſuch concurrence of Circumſtances 
as have deceived very honeſt and cautious People. When it - 
doth ſo happen, that a Man is fo weoogtally Condemned and 
Executed, whether through Deſign, or Miſtake, it ſeems to be 
not only a commendable Action, but a Duty incumbent upon 
ſuch. as have any Knowledge of his Innocence in the Caſe, to 
declare and publiſh the ſame, both to doright to the Memory of 
the Deceaſed, and his ſurviving Relations, and to do a neceſfary 
Service to their Countrey, that it may be freed, by all means 
that may be, from the Cry of [anocent Blood. _ 

In the Caſe of Mr. Newlard, lately Exccutcd for a barbarous 
Murther committed upon Mr. Thomas, there are two forts of 
Evidence which have given good Satisfaction to divers Perſons 
who had the Opportunity ot being acquainted with them, => 

| A2 | 1e 
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he was not fo much as Aiding, Aſſiſting or Abetting in that foul 
Action. The one, is Evidence upon Oath, of Perſons who were 
preſent, and faw what was done: but this muſt be reſerved till 
ſome of the Perfons who were really Guilty be apprehended, 
and brought to Tryal. The other, the ſolemn repeated De- 
clarations of him, who knew beſt of any ; together with the 
' Teſtimonies of very competent Witnefles, concerning the Cre- 
dibility of his Declarations, that 1s, of a dying Man ; and not 
only '4 bur of one fo fitted and prepared, as he was, for his 
Neath. The Speeches of dying Men do, as it were, ordinarily 
exact more Credit than thoſe of orhers : but there are Two ſorts. 
of Perſons who have too defervedly loft that Credit, which is 
otherwiſe dye to all at their Death : Such as are hardened in 
Wickednefs, and ſuch as are corrupted-in their Principles, to 
ſerve a corrupt Religion by indire&t means : But Mr. Newland 
was none of theſe : He was inſtructed concerning both the 


Necefiity of True Repentance to Salvation, and of Confeſſion of the 
Truth co Tree Repentance and his Belaviour did manifeſtly 


thew the good EffeRts that thoſe Inſtructions had upon him ; 
which doth donble rhe Validity and Credibikty of what was 
faid by bum, under his Circumſtances. | | 
-- And'the Perſons who do this for him, are Teftes fide digni, 
Witneſſes above all Exception, ſuch as were Strangers to him, 
all free from any byaſs to Partality ; ſuch as had either never 
feen him, or never exchanged Word with him, till the Day of 
_ his Condemnation, except one of them, who hereafter gives an 
Account of his Acquaintance with him ; were moved only b 
Motivegof Charity to viſit him, at firft ; and after that, meerly 
by Confideration of his Behaviour and Conviction thereupon 
of his Innocence, to do all they could, both to afliſt him what 
they could with good Advice, and good Books, and to obtain a 
Reprieve for him ; that by further Evidence of his Innocence, 
they might-have ground to move for a Pardon, and fave a Life 
which they hoped might þe very ſerviceable to their _ _ 
| heſe. 
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Theſe were their only Motives : And therefore, conſidering the 
Satisfaction they had concerning his Innocence, and the cer- 
tainty they had of their own Integrity, and good Intentions, 
they were not to be dererred by vulgar Objections of their Ar- 
raigning the Government, or popular Cenfures, from what 
they have done. Such Objections proceed from the falſe Pre- 
tences of Evil Miniſters, to abuſe the People, and ſhelter them- 
ſelves under the Name of the Government ; ſuch as our Judges 
as little need as any ſort of Officers in this Nation ; which 
would be in a much better Condition, if other Places were no 
worſe filled: And yet it were to be wiſhed, that their Care of 
the Diſcharge in their peculiar Ofice of Adminiſtration of Ju- 
{tice, did not too much reſtrain their Care of the Diſcharge of 
a more common Duty, as Members of the Common-Wealth, and 
the principal Perſons of one of the moſt conſiderable Bodies of 
the Commons of Exg/aud. If they can ſee their Prince abuſed 


by Evil Minifters, or the Fundamental Rights of the People 


violated, Or Juſtice perverted by Cor Unc I Or- Tariec . and becauſe 
they cannot, by their ordinary Authority, redreſs the fame, will 
therefore take no Care for effectual Remedy, where ir may be 


had, they forget a great Part of their Duty to their King, and 


to their Countrey, and to God above all. And unleſs ſome 
means be provided to corred the Corruptions of Coroxers and 
Jurors in ſuch Caſes as theſe, it will be impoſſible for the beſt 
Judges in the World, either to do Juſtice, or to hinder great 
Injuſtice many times. We have known, not long ſince, a poor 
innocent Souldier purſued through a Market, and moſt bar- 
baroufly Murthered in the open Street, by two Perſons diſafe 
ieRed to the Government, (to ſay nothing of their Character 
in other Reſpes ) who, with divers more, met together, as 
was ſuſpeed, upon no good Defign, and had before offered 
divers Afronts to the Souldiers, and made a-Quarrel with him 
they Killed ;- and yet theſe were found Guilty but of Mar- 
Slayzhter. But of ſuch Inſtances. as rheſe, of Perſons Guilty 
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of Barbarous and Wilful Murther, who, through the Cor- 
ruption of intermediate Officers, or Miniſters of Juſtice, or 
through the Prevalence of Great Men, have eſcaped Juſtice 
here, and the Puniſhment of Humane Laws ; there are ſo many, 
that not a Judge or a Lawyer that goes the C7rcaz?, or attends 
the Courts of Juſtice, can be altogether Ignorant of them. And 
this is a great and principle Reaſon that moves the Judges ordi- 
narily to oppoſe Reprieves, unleſs there appear manifeſt Cauſe 
at the preſent, becauſe they ſee them ordinarily abuſed, only 
for more Leaſure to obtain Pardons, and that to be the uſual 
Conſequence. But Reprieves, notwithſtanding, may be of 
- Uſe for the due Execution of Juſtice ; and therefore 
ould not be oppoſed meerly for the Abuſe z which might 
better be provided for ſome other way, than by running into 
a contrary Extream ; leſt, while we intend nothing but Juſtice, 
we unhappily in fact precipitate our ſelves into great and irre- 
parable Injuſtice, as in this Caſe : The Caſe of a Young Man, 
by reafon of his iuumature Age, and wanr of Experience, unable 
of himſelf to make his Defence as he ſhould, and might have 
done ; deſtitute of Friends to aſſiſt him ; and preſuming too 
much upon his Innocence ; and eaſily check'd and filenced 
when he offered to ſpeak. The Friends he afterward found, 
for his Comfort and Support in his Afiation, were ſuch 
25 the Providence of God, Chriſtian Charity, and Commi- 
{eration of his Condition at firſt excited, and Senſe of his 
fnnocence afterward ſurther incited touſe their utmoſt Endea- 
vour on his behalf ; but ir was too late : and, beſides. there was 
*One or two Overfights committed, that proved fatal to him : 
The ori, a neglect of timely enquiry after Perſons who were 
preſent, and faw all that was done, when the barbarous Mur- 
ther was committed : The other, the putting of a long Report 
into the King's Hands, without ſo much as any Notes or Marks 
at the material Particulars, whereby ſome of rhem ſeem to have 
been over-looked ; whereas, the Report of the Judge was very 
fair, 


($] 


fair, and the King well inclined, had thoſe Particulars which 
lay diſperſed in the Report beenput all cloſe together, as might 
have been in a ſhort Petition, which, with the Report at large 
to verify rhe ſame, had been as juſt as it was neceſſary : But, it 
ſeems, the Supream Judge determined otherwiſe, that he thould 
Juffer this Judgment of Men here, that he might not be con- 
demned with the World. hereafter. And now, all that they can 
further do in this Caſe, at preſent, ſince they could not fave his 
Life, is tomake the Truth of his Caſe to be better underſtood : 
And to that purpoſe, it is thought fit, Firſt, to recite the Evi- 
dence, as it appeared to, and was reported by the Judge ; and 
then the Truth of his Caſe, as related by himſelf, and left in 
Writing at his Death : And, laſtly, their ſeveral Atre/tations of 
the Motives of Credibility which they obſerved in his Beha- 
viour. The Repozt was as followeth. 


To the Kings Mol Excellent Majeſty. 


Y Virtue of Your Majeſty's Order ſignified to me, by 
B His Grace the Duke of Shrewshury, to report unto Your 
Majeſty, how the Evidence appear'd unto me againſt Francis 
Newland at his Tryal; I humbly certifie unto Your Majeſty, 
that the Evidence againſt him, was, That he, rogether with 
one Fhilboy, Tally, and about five others, were all concern'd 
in breaking open the Door of a Dancing-School, abour Eight 
of the Clock the ſame Night Mr. Thomas was Kill'd ; they 
wenteall together therehence, and return'd to the fame School * 
3gain about Nine of the Clock, where, after ſome Diſorder 
committed, they took lighted Candles in their Hands, and 
went all together out of the School, into the Street ; 7wo of 
this Company ſoon after threw down the Door of an f Apple- 
Stall, where ſeeing Mr. 7 homas buying of Apples, they gave 
him "very approbrious Words, drawing their Swords _ 
GD m, 
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him ; whereupon the Gentleman, Þ to fave his Life, got out'of 
the Stall, and drew his Sword, and defended himſelf for ſome 
time againſt them ; but Six others coming up afterwards 
with drawn Swords, he gave ground, and ſaid, They would 
Maurther him : He receivd two Wounds, one in his Back, 
which was ſaid was Mortal ; and the other in his Breaſt, 
which was believ'd to be ſo. Francis Newland was appre- 
hended ſoon after this Fact done, having a Belt and Scabbard 
with no Sword. None of the Witneſſes could poſitively Swear 
that Newland was either of the Two Perſons that fought with 
Mr. 7hemas, only Two of the Witneſſes Swore, 'twas a Man 
of his Stature, and with ſuch a Coat on ; and being brought 
to Mr. Thomas, before his Death, upon his own Deſire, Mr. 
Thomas declared, He thought he was the Man ; but there 
was Evidence given, that Philboy and Tully were the 7wo 
Perſons that firff drew upon Mr. Thomas ; whereupon I di- 


rected the Jury, that though they did not believe that 
Newland wes ie FPerion that actually wounded Mr. 7homas, 


yet if rhey believ'd that he was one of the Company that 
came up with drawn Swords, in Terrour of him that was 
Slain, he was, by the Law, as much Guilty of Murther, 
as cither of choſe that aRually wounded him ; whereupon 
they brought him in Guilty of Marther. I think the Gen- 
tleman was baſely Murther'd, but do believe that Francis 
Newland was neither of the Two Perſons that firſt aſſaulted 
him, or that gave him any Wound, which I humbly ſubmit to 
Your Majeſty. | X 
April- 17th, | 
1695. 


By this Report it pp—_ :. That there were 'T'wo Perſons 
who fouglt and wounded Mr. 7homas, and that the Two Per- 
fons were Philboy and Tully : ſo that whatever-Mr. Thomas 


might fay when he was expiring ; or others believe that Mr. 
Newland 
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Newland was like lim that fought with him, he could not be 
the Man ; nor could any of the Witneſſes Swear he was ; nor 
did the Judge believe he was either of the Perſons who did af 
fault or wound him. 2. That there was no Proof of any Act 
or Word of Aiding, Aſſiſting er Abetting done or faid by Mr. 
Newland at that time, more than onfy drawing of his Sword : 
and ſince that is a thing which is commonly done upon ſuch 
unexpecd Occaiions, eſpecially by Young Men, that alone 
cannot make him Guilty, without ſome other Indication of his 
Intention. It is true, the J«ry might have ſome Motives to 
believe his Intention to have been ſuch as might make him 
Guilty within the Statute : but as none could know that ſo 
well as himſelf; ſo his own Dec/aration under his Hand at the 
time of his Dcath, after ſo conſtant Aſſertions of the ſame, un- 
der ſuch Circumſtances, as will appear hereafter, may deſerve, 
on the other ſide, to be well conſidered : which herefollows in 


His Paper delivered to the Ordinary, at 
the Time of Execution, 


Ince I am now thus publickly { rhovigh Tnnocent) te 
ſuffer for a moſt barbarous Murther, the World, no doubt, 
expects I ſhould make a Publick Confeſſion, which I, for ſeveral, 
Reaſons, think my ſelf obliged to do; an4 clpecially, in ſome 
meaſure to clear ſeveral Gentlemen who are accuted of this 
Murther, though altogether innocent, as my ſelf; and likewi{ 
to declate who were the principle and only Actors of this Mur- 
ther, ( which-were James Philboy, and Danie! Tully ) . But 
ſince moft Pcople are already prepoſleſt with an Opinion thar 
it was done by ſeveral Hands, I fear it will be a hard matter to 
ret them out of the common Road ; bur to thoſe who will give 
Credit toa dying Man's Words, (43 I þclievenonedare dic wit! 
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/ Lyc'in his Mouth,) 7 here deelare, as T hope for Mercy from 
Ged, I am Innocent of what I now ſuffer for ; not but that I was 
an Eye-Witneſs of the Murther, but knew nothing of the Quar- 
rel, nor was no ways concerned in it, neither was any other Per- 
ſons except the afore-named Philboy and Tally ; and notwith- 
ſtanding there were ſeveral Swords drawn in the Street, no one 
injured the Deceaſed that T ſaw ; but, on the contrary, ſeveral 
would have parted them, had they not been prevented by Tully, 
which tas my only Reaſon of drawing my Sword. "The Reaſon 
why I have given ſo exact an Account cf the Murther and Per- 
ſons, is more tor the Satisfaction of the World, and Vindication 
of other People, than my ſelf ; yet 7 can ſafely juftifie my ſelf 
from having any hand in this Murther, any farther than ignerantly 
ruming t0 F what was the matter ; 1 therefore heartily with, ſinte 
I am here publickly to ſuffer Death, as an Attonement for /nno- 
cent Blood, that in its proper uſe it may meet with its intended 
deſign ; though I ſcar that ſpilling more innocent Blood ſeldom 
excuſes the Nation for the former ; notwithſtanding no one 
( than my ſelf ) wiſhes better Succeſs to my Countrey. 7 
heartily forzive al! who have any way injured me ( as I hope 
all do me whom I have injured ) ; bur eſpecially 7hoſe who, 
in this caſe, have wrongfully robd me of my Life. To all 
People therefore, and eſpecially my Friends and Acquaintance, 
'T hope my unfortunate End may be a ſufficient means to 
prevent them from any thing which- may in the leaſt cauſe 
them to depend on others Mercy, (which, together with Ju- 
flice, I fear, has long ſince left this Nation). Ir is nor for me 
now to infiſt on this, ſince 7 am at Peace with all the World, and 
have already forgiven them ; bur rather (if it were in my 
Power) to fay ſomerhing which might in any ways retain all 
People from idle quarrellom Company, which, undoubtedly, 
is the great in-lct to all other Miſchiefs and Mtsfortunes, (as by 
me plainly appears) ; and therefore, how unjuſtly T here ſuffer, 
Lreally believe, is a moſt juſt Reward for my paſt ſinful —_— 
N-. 


EE A oi ee es rei og Bc 


þ ; 
F 

b, 

2 
* # 


——_———. 


- 
=> 
3 


= CORES: as 


US EGEAE Soi <A ow SE. 


5 ORE TE SR... 


"tm. 


Converfation. L, not long fince, thought my ſelf as far from thi, 
untimely End, as any of my Acquaintance ; and therefore hope, 
that ſince, in this Caſe, I am able to ſay but very lirtle, that the 
very Example it ſelf. may deterr you from your wicked ſinful 
Courtes of Living, which, undoubtedly, will as ſeverely be pu- 
niſhed, if not in this World, in rhe next you muſt ſurely ex- 
pedt it, which will be far worſe, unleſs you unfeignedly Repent, 
which can never be too ſoon, though it may be too late; for 
aſſure your ſelves, nothing can be half ſo great a Terrour to a 
Man, as when leaving this World, to find himſelf altogether 
unfit for another, and in Examining himſelf, to find that he 
groans under en immenle Burthen of Sin, which he can no ways 
getrid of; the ilt Conſequence of which Iam nor able to de- 
{cribe, but muſt leave you farther to conſider of it ; though, I 
bleſs God,: that ſince my diſmal Sentence I have ſo much re- 
flected on my palt Life, together with the good Advice I have 
had of ſeveral People, that what 7 formerly thought moſt dear and 
pleaſant to me, is now ſo odious and unpleaſant, that wore I now at 
my Liberty, and accidentally ſhoald meet with any of my former 
Acquaintance, I ſhould certainly think them all Drunk, were they 


mever ſo Sober ; and (TI ſuppoſe) they, on the contrary, would think 


me Mad: yer I am ſo well pleaſed and ſatisfied with this my 
Misfortune, that rather than I would give my ſelf over to my for- 
mer Courſe of Life, were 7 to live, and on my Death-Bed to un 
dergd the Agonies aud Terrour which, finee my Sentence, I. have 
done, 1 would frrſt chuſe to undergo the 'crueleſt Death that coultl 
be inflited.' 6 | Fl 

Thus Paper was all Written with his own Hand not long be- 
fore his Execution. Whar Credit it doth deſerve, maybe un- 
derſtood by. the following Obſervations. and Aitettations, 
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The Obſervations and Atteſtation of Mr, W.H. 
R. New/anl, ſome time fince, took Lodgings in the fame 


Houſe with me, where I had a conſiderable Charge un- 
der my Hand. The Houte was large, and none bur he and [ 


upon the fame Floor : This made me take ſpccial Notice of | 


his Carriage, who was a Stranger to, me. 

I always found him Orderly and Obliging 3 and, at length, 
perceived in him az excellent natural Temper, capable of 
ereat Improvements. 

He afterward removed thence, and Iengaged in Afﬀairs that 
employ'd all my time, and neither enquired nor heard of him 
till the News of his Commitment was brought.me by'one of 
Credit, who affured me he was.Hynocent, which prevented my 
going to ſee him till I heard he was ConvitF. 

- \Butthen, ſtrongly preſuming he would prove a real Convert, 
and having a very Ttrong /mpu/ſe upon my Mind, which T know 
'not what I ſhould attribute it to, I went, and finding him well 
diſpoſed far good Impreſſions, I oftered him ſomgBwvks, and de- 


fired. him to fend for ſome Divine ; all which he took very 


kindly, and kft the Choice of the Perſon to me ; fo I went 
to Mr. S. who, though otherwiſe imployed, and not well at 
Leifure ; yet upon the hopes __ thar he might prove a 
real Convert, was perſwaded, and went with me to Newgate : 


Where Mr. S. urging the Neceſlity of Diſclofing his whole Life, 


F left them together, and afterward found Mr. S. not pleaſed, at 


what ie thought an imperfef Confeſſion ; yet Ientreated him to 


conſiler his Circumſtances, and believe him Sizcere, and- get 
a Reprieve ſor him; but he would enly conſent to-try what 
might be done to get the Warrant re{pited till farther Enquiry 
into the Matter, and repeated Converſe with Mr. N. ſowell 
fatisfied him, that he earneſtly deſired and endeavoured a Re- 


rieve.. 
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I had from Credible Hands an Account of the Fact, which - 
repreſented him not only Inzocent of it, but proteſting. againif 
#he Unfairneſs of the Engagement, as ſoon as he ſaw it, i, FH was 
before the Wounds were given. | 

And for my part, I could ſee no Reaſon why a Young Gen- 
tleman, if Innocent, as I verily believe him, and one of an ex- 
ccllent Spirit, and a true Convert, ſhould not be thought a fir 
Objc& of Mercy. And I was ſo convinced of the great good 
he might have done, that I could not but wiſh, with all my 
Soul, that One of ſuch an excellent Temper, ſo curious an In- 
tellec, and ſuſceptible of Inſtruction, fo heartily engaged in 
Religion, -might be preſerved to reduce the more refined Sin- 
ners of the Age. | | 

I coulddo little more than wiſh it ; yet there were thoſe that 
didendeavour it : And though the Wife God diſappointed them ; 
yet the divine Diſpoſitions he at laſt attain'd, aſſure me he is 
now Partaker of that Happineſs for which he was ſo well fitted. 


The Obſervations and Atteftation of Mr. E. Su 


 JPon Friday the 5th of April, Mr. Newland being to re- 
ceive his Sentence in the Afternoon, I was importuned 

by a very good Mano viſit him, and affiſt him in his Prepara- 
tion for his Death. When I came to him, I told him that if he 
deſired my Aſſiſtance, as I deſired to be faithful ro God, and to 
his Soul, ſo I did expect, to the end, that we might proceed upon 
ſafe grounds, that he fhould give me a plain Account both of 
the Crime for which he was to friffer, and of all the moſt con- 
ſiderable Miſcarriages of his Life, with all ther Aggravating 
Circumſtances ; that thereby I might rhe þetter know how to 
givehim my Advice and Direction : and beſides, I ſhewed him 
how therein did confift a great and neceſlary part of true Re- 
pentance, wiz, the Giving Glery to God, by taking Shame to _ 
elt.. 


f OM 
ſelf. When I had preſſed this as fat as I thought neceſſary at 
- that time, being left to our ſelves, Texamined him both con- 
cerning ctheCrime, for which he was to receive ſo fad.a Sentence, 
and other Matters of his Life: For other Matters I ought. nor 
to fay any thing of them : But for that horrid Crime, he did 
vii” ue affirm, that he was neither Guilty of that Fa&t, nor 
of Aiding, Afiſting, or Abetting ; but did, when he ſaw them 
Fighting, cry out Shame upon Phi/3zy, thathe being a profeſſed 
Fexcing: Maſter, would irfgage a' Gentlemin in that manner; 
only he was ſounhappy;, as ſeeing many Swords drawn, todraw 
hisalſo, as is commonly doneupon ſuch unexpected Occaſions, 
but not with any Thoughts, in the leaſt, either to hurt Mr. 
Thomas, or to incourage the Murtherers, but to have faved him, 
if he could have had Opporttmity, and for his own Defence: 
but his Sword was no ſooner qut, but it was wreſted'ont of his 
Hand by ſome Budy, who ſeeing it ro have a guilt Hilt kept it, 
| and hath conceiled it ever ſince. This he affirmed very*con- 
ſtantly, but with ſo much Modeſty, as made it look to me like 
the Excuſe of a School-Boy, whentaken in a Fault ; for hewas 
Young, and but'juſt of Age : But T am now well fatisfied that 
it was really true. But for my better Satisfation then, when 
I had done with him for that time, I'went to the Judge, before 
whom he was'Tryed; "told him what I was ingaged' in, and 
deſired him to '4&mne'the Favour to let me know the Particu- 
lars of the'Fvidetice Againſt him; which he'did:very fully; 
when F lvid this/Tiwent further, and made fome/engquiry into 
the preced&it pÞattof his Life ;' and the next Day in the Even- : 
ing went 't&Hhim again : and after T had done what'I could to 
convince him 'that'it was his Duty; and of great concern to 
| him, to deal plainly 'with me, as in the Preſence of God +I then 
made*tli& bet Uſe could of the Informations F had-received, 
for the more cloſet Examination of him'in al} rhe Particntars 
thereof, and what elſe T thought neceffary; and pave him-the 
beſt Advice - and DireAwns' I could. The Day following 1 
went. 
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went and heard the Sermon at the Priſon; and after Thad dif- 
courſed with him, went to the Lord Mayor, and fax ſome 
ſpecial Reaſons deſired only a reſpite of the Execution as long 
as might be; for ] did 'not think fit then to deſire a ſpecial 
Reprieve, conſidering that that might raiſe unſeaſonable Hopes 
of a Pardon: And it fo fell out, that the Recorder had not Op- 
portunity to make his Report to theKing till the 7 hur/day fol- 
lowing, and theg, of courſe, the Warrant for Execution could 
not well be till the Wedneſday after ; and I deſired of him that 
it might be deferred buttill Friday ; but that Tcouldnot obtain: 
Whereupon 1 made the beſt Uſe of my Time that I could, to 
prepare him for his Execution; and upon the next Lords Day 
(April 7.) T had full Satisfaction in my own Mind to give him 
Abſolution, and gave him the Holy Sacrament, which I did ac- 
cordingly, taking with me ſome good intelligent devout Chrt- 
ſtians to,afſiſt us with their Prayers ; and from that time I be- 
gan to deſire and endeavour what I could for a Reprieve for 
ſome longer time, for a ſurther Diſcovery of the Perſons con- 
cerned in that barbarous Murther : but for a Parder, I never did 
or would conſent ro any Motion for any ſuch thing ; but thought 
1t-fit that he ſhould te under the Sentence of Condemnation till 
the Matter could:be made more manifeſt by evident Proofs, 


- that there was juſt cauſe for it ; but yet was ſo well ſatisfied of 


his Cafe, rhat I made no {cruple ro: do: more for a Reprieve for 
him, than otherwiſe I ſhould have thonghr fit to have done. 
Arid it pleaſed" God'to raife hint up. divers Friends, who were 
Strangers to.him before, and yet wereffo affected with a ſenſe 
of his Circumſtances, as I have-never known the like in any 
ſuch Caſe, upon the-mcer Principles of Charity and Chriftta= 
nity. Atlaſt a Reprieve was obtained from Wedneſday to Friday, 
and an Order to the Fadge, to certifie to His Majeſty how the 
Evidence appeared againft him at his 'Tryal. 'Fhis Reprizve 
came'not til} he. was ready to be carried out, with the reſt, to 
Fxeettion. That Morning (4pril 17.) I again, with ſome ſuch. 

Come 
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Company as I had before, gave him the Holy Sacrament, with 
ſo much Satisfaction, that when I had done, I could not but tell 
him, that as he had ſolemnly owned Jeſus Chriſt to be his Lord 
and his Saviour, by his Receiving thoſe Holy Creatures of: Bread 
and Wine in Memory of his Paſſion, the great Propitiation for 
our Redemption ; fo Tcould aſſure him, that he, by me, as his 
Deputy and Miniſter, had, by my Delivering of thoſe Holy 
Memorials to him, ſolemnly owned him for his Setvant ; and 
that not only upon the Conſideration of the Authority, - ac-- 
cording to his Inſtitution and Appointment.commitred ro rhe ; 
but moreover from a ſpecial Senſe-and Feeling, and'Satistaction 
that I then had irmy own Soul of his Approbation and Ratift- 
cation of what I then did. + And.rhereupon I did encourage 
him, with full Afarance, to. reffgon himſelf: tohim, and humbly 
and patiently aconiefs 5 11s Ditpofal, whatever it might ſeem 
to Fleſh and Blood, and/ he ſhould find him a powerful Saviour. 
This done, I [eft. him for the preſent, but returned again time 
- enough to have accompanied him to the Zxecution; but that 
was prevented by. the Reprieve till Friday, which was ſoon;aftcr 
brought in. This'was' but a ſhort time ; but what could. be 
done in ſo ſhort a time, wasdone, by all the Applications that 
could fairly be made to the moſt proper Perſons, upon theſe 
Conſiderations ; That while he was'Living there would be all 
poſſible Diligence and Induſtry uſed by his Friends for the ap- 
prehending of the Murtherers, and for further/Evidence to clear 
the Matter of Fac in-all Particulars : and thcre:could be no In- 
convenience to' grant; for this end, a Reprieve till the end of 
the next Seſſtons ; but a haſty Execution would quaſh all theſe 
Endeavours for the Promotion of Juſtice, an] gratificnone but 
the Murtherers. - The Innocence of the Perſon we could not 
vetinſiſt upon, though weour ſelves were-never fo well ſatisfied 
of it; for the Apprehenfians conceived, juſtly of the Barbarouſ 
neſs of the Murther, and with toomuch appearance of Truth, of 
his being Aiding, or Abettivg, within the Statute, were greater 
than 
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than we could expect ſhould be removed by any thing we could 
alledge. But taote Confiderations before-mentioned, together 
with tome more Evidence concerning the Murther, whica was 
found out but the Night before lie was Executed, gave.us Hopes 
and Encouragement to try to the utmoſt -what. could be done 
for a further Reprzeve, till the fatal Hour was come. In the mean 
time, that he might be ready to embrace the Will of God, what- 
ever it ſhould be, I now again gave him the Bleſſed. Sacrament, 
together with ſome other ſerious devout People : and we had 
ſcarce gone, when the Perſons, who attended -for ;His Majeſty's 
Determination at Xen/tngtos, came-in, arid acquainted. us with 
it, and he —_—_ it with the ame compoſed: Sweetneſs and 
Mileneſs which Tall along obſerved in him. . At my firſt coming 
to him, and after I had talked with the Judge, and with ſome 
others, having other Apprehenſions of him and his Caſe'than I 
have had ſince, his infiſting pon his Innocence, which Icould. 
' not then believe, made me judge more hardly of hs Caſe, than 
the Truth of it did deſerve, and preſs him harder utun other- 
wiſe I ſhould have done ; fo that-it gave him ſome Trouble, and. 
was an Addition to his Affliction, that I would not give more. 
Credit to him ; and he complained of it to ſome of his new 
Friends, who viſited him : and I confeſs now, Iam forry for it, 
though it was no more than my Deſife to deal faithfully with 
him-made me do. But when had examined all thingsas fully 
35 I could, and then ſhewed him the Original and Progreſs of 
our Unhappinels, and how true Zappineſs is now to.be atzain'd, 
and what were the only folid Grounds of Comfort & Confidence ; 
I endeayoured to fatle him in a-full and intire Reſignation of 
| himſelf to the Goodneſs, Mercy, and Faithfulneſs of our Gic- 
rious and Powerful Redeemer, with a well fatisfied Acquieſcence 
in his Diſpoſal, whatever it might ſeem to Fleſh and Blood, 
And this was ſo well excrcifed by him, that neither I, nor any 
one elic that I have heard of, ever obferved. any«thing that fa- 
vourcd of any other AO”. Mind in all his Carriage, to 
Þ te 
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the laſt. When he received his laſt Doom here, that no Re- 
prieve could be had; but he muft prepare for his Execution, 
without/furtherireſpite, he received it with the fame Sweetneſs 
atid Comipoſedneſs ; we retir'd from the Chappel to his Cham- 
ber, and he there read to me a Paper, which he thought fit to 
leave, but did not:defire to ſpeak any thing to rhe People ar his 
Execution: The Paper I thought moſt proper that he ſhould 
leavewith the Ordizary; and when had again exhorted him, 
mew Words, to Conttancy in his Reſignation, and humble Ac- 
quieſcence in the good:Pleafure of our Lord, we returned again 
to our Friends in the Chappel ; 'and after another of his Friends 
had diſcourſed with him apart, we went all down to the Prets- 
Yard. where firſt his Bolts were knocked of, and then the Cord 
put- about him, after the-uſual manner : while this was doing, 
T put him-in:mind of the Indignities done to our Savicur, who 
was an Innocent Perſon, and ſuffered all that for our Sake ; and 
to leave us'an Example: 1 went in the ſame Coach with him, 
and held him by the Hand almoſt all the Way ; but we ſaid nor 
much, neither he to me, nor I.to him ; for, indeed, I do not ap- 
prove either long Diſcourſes, or long Prayers, but upon juſt and 
neceffary Occaſion : and that Vamty and Oftentation which I 
have ſometimes obſerved in both, hath given me grear Offence. 
In weighty Matters, a few wr, Words ſuffered toſink, and 
be digeſted, is, in my Apprehenſion, more efteAtual upon Men; 
and a cloſe reverend Expreſſion of what 1s neceſfary, more de- 
cent, and more acceptable to the Divine Majeſty, than what is 
commonly more applauded by the generality of the People. 
He did once or twice, as we were going, acquaint me, that he 
had ſomething of Fear ; but when I enquired into ir, I found 
nothing in it but ſuch a natural Abhorrence of a Szparation of 
Soul and Body, as I conceive is more or els common to all, 
upon ſuch Occaſions ; and it dic! not difcompoic him, When 
we came to the Place of Executisx, I went with him out of the 
Coach, into rhe Cart ; and when the Ordizary had done what 
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he uſually doth in ſuch Caſes, I did, in few Words, but a Heart 
fill of Satisfaction in what I did, preſent him to the great 
Saviour of the World, who, before, by my Miniſtry of Recex- 
ciliation, had received him to Favour. And when I:had done, 
I asked hin how he then found himſelf, and he told me, well 
fatisfied : ind fo I lett him to be turned off, with full Satif- 
faction, both of his Innocence, as to the Crime for which he 
ſuffered, and of his future bleſled State. -: nnaght 


- ow 4 
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The Obſervations and Atteſt ation of Mr. C: T. 


(_ Pon the Sanday Sevenight after Mr. Newland had receiv'd 
his Sentence, I was detir'd, by a Gentleman, who (having 
belore often viſited him.) was then going to give hitn' A4/o/ution, 
and.the Sacramenr, to accompany him, with ſome: others, to 
afliſt with our Prayers in that Holy OMios, which 1 did. very 
willingly, and was fo affeted with the ſerious and: dedent Be- 
haviour of the Young Man, that I thereupon 'refolved to give. 
him all the Aſſiſtance I could, but eſpecially by the beſt Argu- 
ments I could, to fortifie him againſt theFears of Death; if God 
ſhould ſee it good for him to ſuffer. I got Divines to viſit him, 
2nd did my 1clf ner fail him twiceor thrice a Day ; allwhich, 
he took moſt kindly and thankfully, and was always'pleafed 
with what I ſaid or did. i: ooged 5d Tar $7 
As he had received many good Tuftradions and excellent Ad- 
vice from his Spiritual Guide, and other his'charirable Friends ; 
ſo it had produced that goed Effet, as to beget in him ſuch jZr0»g 
Reſelutions of Amendment, as made me reſt aſſured, that if God 
ſhould be pleaſed to deliver him then, and to prolong his Lite, 
he would not only. prove humfelf to be a Penitent, and a good 
Man, but-an uſeful Perſon in his Generation. |. © © 
- Hetold me indeed that he had very hard Meaſure, and ao 
more thought of being Condemned, than of Dyinz, betore his 
2 Lrval; 
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Tryal ; yet made no Refleftions upon any, excepting one Wit- 
nefs or two; but owned and revered the Judgment of God, as 
juſt ppon him ; and'yet, at the ſame time, rejoyced in the Mer- 
cy, as a means whereby God had brought him to Himſelf. He 
aid that he had often thought upon the Folly and Madinets of 
anevil Life, and of the Miſchiefs ill Company might expoſe him 
+tojand has had thoughts to have left them all, but his Circum- 
ſtances and eafie Temper ftill delayed him ; but that now his 
Eyes were open, and that he wondred at himſelf, and piticd all 
under his former Condition ; and might it pleaſe God to ſpare 
him now, he would give a Teſtimony of it to the World, and 
that he defired to live chiefly for that purpoſe; and next to 
that; (as in a moſt obliging thankful manner, he faid ) that 
he mipht ſhew his Friends that he would be that Penitent, thar 
.Vertuous Perſon, they ſo much deſired he might be. - 


Ltold him, God's Mercies were luftuitcly greater than all his 
Extravagancies, and his Love unſpeakable; and loak what Pity, 


_ .-whar Love, what yearning Aﬀection could be in the deareſt 
Friend in the World, to his moſt Beloved, rhat in -infinitely 
greater Meaſurg was 1n God to us ; and from thence raifed Ar- 
guments off Courage and Hope, from which he ſeemed'totake 
Heart. He-told me he had read over Dr. ,Scot's Book, which 
he exgeedingly liked, and thought moſt reaſonable : tor there, 
fays he, he ihowes how abſolutely :neceſfary it is to be Zo/y, 
that we may be happy ; and that Heaven 1t ſelf would not be 
Heaven to Sinners.:: How can I then, added he; who have.led a 
thoughtleſs' Life, chuſe:but be largely troubled with Fears and 
Doubts now that T am todie; and be extreamly concerned about 
my future Conditton, which thoſe who have led a virtuous 
Life need not to: be.* I told him thoſe Fears and Doubts added 
to his. fexvent Reſolutions of Amendment, were exce/lext Signs 
of an awakened Conſcience, ant! of that juſt'Reverence wiuch 
is due toGod, which the beſt of Men bad; and could not be al- 
together freed from ; and that thoſe were happy Inſtruments ta 
| bring 
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ring him nearer and cloſer to God ; and ſo that they did make 
him redouble his Care, and his Prayers, and his Aſpirations to 
God, there could beno hurt in them, though they followed him 
to the laſt Moment of his Life, God would-fecure his future 
Happineſs, notwithſtanding all hig Fears and Doubtings:to the 
contrary. | 

When Itold him that God, perhaps, might cut him off nog, 
to prevent qhis future Relapſes. He anſwered me, it might-be ſo-: 
but if he knew his own Heart, in any great degree, that he 
ſhould never do ; but be that as it would, he was then reſigned 
and obedicnt. And, indeed, his intire Satisfattion and Refignation 
was very obſcrvable; yet I cannot fay but that there was Struz- 
lings in Nature, and glad it may be he would have been to have 
eſcaped the Execution of his Sentence. T 

All this, and much more, in Diſcourſe with him, at ſeveral 
times, hefaid, with ſ1ch a natural and unaffeted Modefty and 
Candour, and his Bzhaviour all along was with ſo much Se- 
riouſneſs, and decent Compoſure, ana Wirth ſuch a Senſe of my 
Kindneſs to him, as, Imuſt confeſs, did ſtrangely move me to do 
all rhat-I could to have. preſerved him ; for I muſt have tran(- 


greſſed; the Laws of Z7umanity, as well as of Chriſtian Charity, 


not to have given Credit/to him ; and yet, that] might omit 
nothing necciſary, or any way ſerviceable to a compleat Satif- 
fa&tion, before I made any Application, I informed my felt in 
the Matter of Fat as well as I-could, not only from hisown 
Mouth, but from the Teſtimony of a very ſober obſerving Gen- 
tleman at his Tryal, and from other good Aflurances, found 
cauſe ſufficient to. convince me he really had no deſign nog 
hand in the Murther ; whereupon I ſtated his Caſe, as 1 appre- 
hendedit, and left it with a Perion of Quality. Idid it in haſte, 
vet took a Copy of it, and when Icame back ſhewed it to him, 
and charged him, as he; would anſwer 1t to God, to tell me if 
any thing init was lintrue ; and he anſwered me in ſuch mag- 
ner as did very. well ſatis me, that I had faithfully celared the 

| z ruth, 
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Truth, only he took Notice of one or two Circumſtances a lit- 
tle miſtaken, but they were not very material, and therefore 
not neceſſary to be inſerted. FIR S, 

When that ſhort Reprieve was brought, I admoniſhed him 
to put no Confidence in it ; he told me, No ; and-that he had 
been bujied a'l that Morning in an intire Offering of himſelf up to 
@/. But that'tecauſe we had been often Remonſtrating to 
him, how that there muſt needs be ſome hidden Guilt in him, 
in the Buſinefs for which he was to ſuffer, more than he did 
diſcover, becauſe that all Interceſſions of his Friends had proved 
ineffeftual. Now, by this Reprieve, he faid we ſhould Legin 
to change our Minds, and that, from hi Innocency, he did oſs 
a Pardon might enſue, and that God would yet {pare him ; for 
which he Prayed heartily, both that we might- believe him, 
and' that we might ſee and know -his Sincerity alſo. | 

But God has ' otherwiſe diſpoſed, and his Holy Name be 
praiſed. *Tis no fure way of Arguing from Likelyhoods to - 
Certainties ; the wiſe Methods of God are unfathomable. Why 
God ſhould ſuffer rhis poor { and Ithink Imay in a great mea- 
ſure Ay) mgoot Man, in his full'Bloom, with theſe excellent 
Diſpofitiotis of Ming, fn, cutoff, When he might-have'done 
very much Good in the World, may be for moſt excellent Pur- 
potes to himſelf, andfor manifold otherReafons ; but te let theſe 
things alone, heeafily diſmiſſed hisſuddain Hopes, ſuppreſſed his 
Fears; and with a compoſed 'Mmd received-the final Anſwer ; 
and atithe very Place © "Execution, at one time ſhewed ſuch a 
rare Pleaſantueſs in'Mfis Countenance; as: could reſult'from-no- 
thing, in my Opinion, but a ſupernatural Touch from God, and 
great Serenity and Satisfaction in his Soul, upon the ſenſe'he had 
of his own Innocence, and of the Mercy and Favour of God to- 
wards him; to which he'was moſt affeQionately recommended 
at his Turning off, with ſuch a univerſal Prayer by all the Spe- 
Aators, as ſome, who have ſeen many Executions, ſay, they have 
_ &ldom known the like. I am fully perſwadcd of his good Con- 
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dition, and do firmly believe, that this, which the World may 
think his greateſt Misfortune, was deſigned, by the Wiſdom of 
God, for the direct way to his greateſt Happineſs. 


3 
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The Obſervations and Atteſtation of Mr. ].H: 


B==s at Jeftice- Hall in the Old-Baily upon Thurſday tht 
Fourth Day of April, T ſaw Two Perſons called to the Bar, 
by the Names of Fohz Gardner, and Francis Newland, upon an 
Indictment of Murther, committed upon the Body of Francs 
Thomas, Eſq; And Mr. Newland appeared fo Young, and with 
fo much Modeſty and Ingenuity in his Countenance, that I gave 
very ſerious Attention to thewhole Tryal: and did imagine, 


' from my Obſervation of the Evidence, that the Jury wou'd have 


made more difficulty in their Verdict againſt him, than they 
did : But finding my ſelf diſappuinted of my Expectation, 1 
thought that either ſome of the Jury did know more of his 

ilt, than appeared to me by the Evidence ; or ſome things 
of what were Sworn by the Witneſſes for theKing had eſcaped 
my Memory ; and therefore took occaſion, after he was Caſt, 
todiſcourſe the Judge upon the point : And from his Repetition 
of the Evidence, obterved, that I had not forgot any part of it; 
but that the Jury had found him Gw/ty, becauſe they believed 
him to be one of thoſe who came up with drawn Swords, when 
Mr. Thomas was Murthered : And he waspleaſed to ay, at the 
ſame time, that he did not believe that Mr. Newland had any 
Deſign againft Mr. Thomas, or did any hurt to his Perſon: It - 
being an accicentalEncounter, and none of the Witneſſes being 


able to-Swear thar Mr. New/azd engaged aim. And upon my 
ſaying, Ithouglt Death upon that Account very hard; he told 


me, That tie Ring generally extended Mercy to fuch, when 
their. Cafe was {airiy repreſented. | 
Being 


\ 
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| Being again thereuponthe Morrow, faw a very Grave Gan- 
tleman wait upon the Judge,to know the Particulars of Mrs; 
Newland's Fryal: In relpedt he was defir'd to yifit him, as a Spi- 
ritual Guide, in order to the Preparing of him for Eternity : 
And heard the Judge again repeat thewhole Evidence againſt 
him, and give his own Thoughts of the Matter very truly and 
freely : Whereupon the Gentleman going away, and the Court 
being ag2in met, Mr. Newland wasagain called in, and received 
Sentence of Death. | Shae IG SES. 
Hearing ſeveral Perſons, upon the Saturday and Syrday follows 
ing, expreſs their Thoughts of the Hardſhip he ſuftered, and that 
the real Murtherers of Mr. Thomas giight probably eſcape by his 
Death, which was expeted would be the next Wedne/day ; I 
was induced to go and fee him\'in Newgate the Moxday aftcr: 
That if then I found my. Opinion of his Innocence confirm'd 
by himſelf, ro my Satisfaction, I might doall in my Power to 
procure a Reprieve for him ; and do my utmott, in the mean 
time, to ſerve his Buul, ixcauſe I had but oo? ng to expect 
Favour to his Body, in regard ſome great Perſons were already 
prepoſſeſt with very hard Thoughts againſt him. | 
When I came to Newzete, 1.called him to another Room, 
where we ſtay 'd by our ſclvesa very long time :: And after I had 
xold him the Reaſon of my coming thither, (though we were 
altogether Strangers toone another) was, to cio his Soul all the 
Service I cou'd, fince he was ſhortly to ſuffer Death for a mot 
horrid Crime. Me firft thanked: God, -and then me, for ſuch a 
Favour from a Stranger ; 'and then faid, he wou'd willingly un- 
deceiveme of what miſtaken Thoughts I did, perhaps,entertain 
of him, as tothar bartarous Marther he was Condemn'd to Die 
for. And I mult needsfay, he gave me an Account of the whole 
Buſineſs with ſo much Modeſty and .Candour, as gave me much 
SatisfaRion, as to that, at. our firſt Meeting : But pretending 
otherwiſe to him, Ipreſled his being Acceſſory to that baſe Mur- 
ther very home upon him, it poſſible I cou'd obſerve any Preva- . 
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rication in,him; and therefore repeated the whole Evidence, as 
I heard it given againlt him at his Tryal, viz. That he, with ſc- 
werdl others, broke open the Door of 4 Dancing-School that Night 
Mr, Thomas was Killed : and departing all thence, at that time, 
they returned again about an Hour after, and committed ſeveral 
Diſorders in it : after which (moſt of them taking lighted Candles 
in their Flands ) they went. all together out of the Schocl, into the 
Street. That Two of that:Company ſoon after threw down'the Door 
of an {pple-Cellar, where Mr.Thomas was, giving him moſt abuſive 
Lanzunge, whereby he was provok'd to draw his Sword, and come up 
into the Street ; whereupon one of them engaged with him, ayd the 
ot/er, in a threatning, manner, kept off auy Perſoa from Parting 
them ; that be defended himſelf for ſome time againſt them, aud 
that one of thoſe 7 wo. was a Perſon of his Stature, and had ſuch a 
Coat on as his was : but about Six others coming, ud afterwards with 
drawn Swords, he retired, ani ſaid, they W Aarther him : and 
before he fell down, had received two TWounds, one in bis Breaſt, 
and guother in his Back, which were believed to be Mortal: And 
that he was apprehended ſoon after, having a Beit and Scabbard, 
but n0 Fen and being brought, u pou his uwn Defrre, before Mr. 
Thomas, he ſaid, he thought he was the Man. 

I alleadged him Guilty of the Murther, from his having no 
Sword ; becauſe that imported his throwing it away, left a 
Sword with Blood upon it (as his might have) being found 
with him, ſhou'd have made much againſt him, at his Tryal ; 
but eſpecially what Mr. Thomas faid himſelf with his laſt Breath. 
He very modeſtly anfwered me, that ſince I obſervec fo well all 
that was faid againſt him, he hop'd I had not forgot the little 
that was ſpoken for him ; and how much Partiality appeared to 
the whole Court, in the Coroner, who was ordered to manage the 
whole Tryal againſt him; of whom, (he ſaid) perhaps I might 
havea further Account afterwards ; and likewiſe ſeethe Juſtice 
of God puniſh him for his unjuſt Carriage toward him, at that 
time. And as to what I firſt alleadged, he told me, that Upon 
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the Tumult he obſerved'in the Street, he drew his Sword, as all 
he ſaw have Swords alſo did } and coming near the Place, fo ſoon 
as he faw James Philboyto be engaged with Mr. Thomas, he cryed 
out, For Shamepart them: but Darjel Tully anſwered, No; all is 
fair. And, of a fuddain, ſome one or other fnatch'd his Sword 
out of his Hand, whether for the Sake of its Handle, or out of 
deſign to aſſiſt Mr. Thomas, heeouldnot tell; but ſo it was, and 
he never heard more of it. Andifor himſelf, he was never within 
2 conſiderable diſtance of Mr. Thomas, during the whole Fray ; 
fo that he had no reaſon to fear Blood upon his Sword, if it had 
been found upon him. And that T might alſo remember, that 
| there was poſitive Evidence againſt James Philboy, and Danie! 
Tully, as being the'Two Perfons that engage Mr. 7 homas, {o 
that he could be none of them. And, though ſome of the Wit- 
nefſes, who knew none of the whole Company, faid, that one of 
the Two Perſons that engaged Mr. 7howars was of his. Statare, 
and with ſuch a Coax , yet, if that Manager of his'Tryal had 
calfd other Two, who were principal Evidences for the King . 
but kept back, becauſe he had not Twenty Guirieas to givehim-; 
(for which Effect, he was thrice with him-in Newgate:)-I,-and 
all the Court, wou'd have heard every 'Circumſtance:of-the 
whole Matter Sworn ſo plain, that all ſhadow of doubting his 
Innocence wou'd have been remov'd; and:that his Willingneſs 
to have ſavd Mr. Thomas wou'd have evidentlyappear'd + for 
thoſe Two Witneſſes knew botl-him;and the Two'Perfons that: 
engaged Mr. 7 homas pitticulartyi and how lie came tohave's 
Coat like one of them. * And did/T but take the Troubleto dif 
courſe them upon the poynt, he queſtionedHot their giving me / 
full Satis/aRtion in every Particular : Whiclt Account probably 
I might believe rather thart his. "0-05 2 SORES 
As to what Mr. Thomas ſhid, when hewas Dying ;'he aid, It | 
was nothing ſtrange, in reſpect he was neht Dvath, andunder 
ftrong inward Convulſionss (as one then preſent, to whom he 
direQed me, cou'd well inform me) and+horoior2, very unfit 
| to 
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to give his'Thoughts in that matter, at that time : and the Per- 
ſon that appreticnded him was ſo unkind, as not to carry him 
to him immediarcly, though he earneſtly.begg'd it, and offered 
him a Guine? to todo: and this I might likewife know from the 
Perſon head nun'd to me. Butfurther added, Tat he was not 
{ muck gricved with all that was to befall his Body, as to think, 
that when Go and Ins own Conſcience knew his Innocence, 
People {hou'd thini him Guilry of ſo horrid and bloody a Muar- 
ther: And dia therefore declare to me, with all Seriouſncls, as 
he muſt anſwer, within a very ſhort time, to a Juſt and Holy 
God, that he knew nothing of the Quarrel whea it te!l ouc; 
that he did nothing tothe Hurt of Mr. Thomas when he came 
up ; but, on the contrary, had not Mr. Thomas run to the other 
ſide of the Street, where he fell down, he wou'd have done his 
utmoſt to have ſaved him ; and he hop'd I did believe him to 
be in his rigluc Reaſon, under the Apprehenfions.of Death, and 
ſenſe of an Omniſcient God, at the rime hs Uculared this; and 
therefore durſt not venture to ſay any thing to me that had the 
leaſt Falſehood in it. 

From this, and much more, that at ſeveral times paſt betwixt 
us, I was more and more mov'd to do what poſlible I cou'd 
for a Reprieve for him. I went afterwards to moſt of the 
Witneſſes that were Sworn at the 0/d-Bazly againſt him, to 
that Perſon who was preſent when he was with Mr. 7 homas, 
and to thoſe Witneſles who were kept back at his Tryal; and 
by asking the Witneſkes divers circumſtantial Queſtions, I tound 
he had been at a great Loſs in not knowing how to manage his 
Tryal ; and in not asking the Witneſles for the King Queſtions 
proper for him; to which, their Anſwers wou'd certainly have 
cleared what was ſaid againſt him : And from that Perſon who 


was preſent when he was with Mr. 7homas, and the Two Wit-, 


neſſes "that were not called at his Tryal, I reccived all con- 
vincing Satisfaction (concerning his Innocence) that I cou'd 


deſire. 
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' And from the whole, I muſt needs think Francis Newland no 
more Guilty of Mr. 7homas's Murther, than being unfortunate- 
ly preſentat that, which, I really believe, he was defirousto have 
prevented. And now I ſhall return to our firſt Meeting in New- 

ate, that I may likewiſe give a ſhort Account of what Temper 
of Soul I found him in, and what Satisfaction I had, as to its 
State, at his Death. 

I took occaſion, at our firſt Meeting, to ſet forth the hainous 
Nature of $iz in General, and of thar in Particular, for whici1 
he was Condemned, and endeavoured to do it in the moſt at- 
feting way I cou'd; as likewiſe the Neceſſity and Nature 
of Repentance, and Faith in Jeſus Chrif?, without which he muſt 
certainly periſh : and obſerved what I ſpoke, ſo to atfect him, 
that he weep'd, and eventrembling, becauſe his Sins fo dread- 
fully refle&ed (as he term'd it ) upon him-; and were ſo many 
and great, and his Repentance-ſo mean, that God wou'dnort have 
Mercy upon him. Perceiving this to be the frame of his Spirit, 
Fask'd him divers Quzeſtzons, as to his Knowledge of the funda- 
mental Principles of our Faith ; as to his Sorrow for, and hatred 
of Sin, that had brought this upon him-; as to his Love to God, 
who yer offered Mercy unto-him/;- as to his Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, who died to: fave-{tich Sinners as he, upon- true Repen- 
rance ; and as to ſeveral other tlings ; ſo that I'might the bet- 
ter know how to ſuit my Difcourte as well then, as aſter. His 
Abhorrence of himſelf, becauſe-of his ins, and his RefleRtions 
upon his former Life, were ſuch, that hc cou'd not mention any 
of his paſt ev:1 Courſes without deep S.ghs, and many Tears ; 
or of his former Companigns, wiliout the greateſt Conteript 
imaginable, often ſaying;:the Thoughts of Dcatt and Hanging 
diſgraceſully were nothing to the terrille Thougits his former 
Lite afforded him ; for unto the Sentence O18 Condemmaticn he 
humbly {ubmirted, as unto tae Holy 3Vill of God, and bleffed 
the Lord that it was the Occafiohtol his {crieus Flinking upon 


his paſt Life ; and ſaid, it might ve rhe Wonder 0: the Works, 
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that God had not ſuffered him to be Hang'd long agoe, and 
thrown him into Hell for his former Sins: And all hedeſir'd 
now in the World, was, that God would give him true Repen- 
tance for his Sins, and Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, that died. to fave 
ſo great a Sinner as he was; and fill his Heart with true love 
to him, who had not Damn'd ſuch a wicked Wretch as he was 
long before : Complaining of Covent-Gardex that had ruin'd 
him, by leading him into ſuch wicked Company, as if his Fa- 
ther had lived and ſeen him uſe, he wou'd have been ready to 
have Hang'd him with his own Hands. And ſaying, he card 
not what all the Earth faid or thought of him, if God wou'd 
| but have Thoughts of Mercy towards -him ; for his Thoughts 
now were quite- other from what they were before, heartily 
wiſhing it were ſo with all his old Comrades. 

Upon this, apprehending ſomething of Comfort neceflary 
for his Condition, I diſcours'd with him pretty long upon the 
Parable of the Prodigal, in Za. 15. And of God's great Con- 
deſcention to Sinners upon their ſincere Repentance, as he 
might ſee at large in 7az. 55. and Fer. 3. which I defird him 
to read and coniider, and for that EfieCt left a Bible with him ; 
and prels'd him to remember, that his Sins cou'd not. be tco 
great for the Mercy ot God ; but let them be as many, great, 
and dreadſuily aggravated as they wou'd, the Merit of Chriſt's 
Satisfaction is ſufficient to purchaſe Pardon for them all, if he ' 
wou'd kut cometo Chriſt weary oi them, and take his Yoke 
upon him; and if he did fo, he might aſſure himſelf that his 
kind Saviour would in no wiſe caſt him out. And after much 
Diicourte. of this nature betwixt us, 1 prayed with him, and 
left him; and.defur'd. the frequent Prayers of ſome very pious 
Perſons on his bebalt, which they very earneflly did. 

etuining net Day to ſec him, he rold me he had read and 


conficer'd toe Chapters, and what had paſs'd_Eerwixt us the 
preceecding N.gint; and blefs'd rhe Lord moſt heartily, for what 
tao; Mind hebad icund thereupon :. and faid;thatalioyeh 
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hedurſtnot fay, that he had ſuch ſorrow for, and hatred of Sin; 
and Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, as he did wiſh; yet he hoped he 
might ſafely fay, that it was the only thing on Ezrch he did 
molt defire: /and wore he but fo filled with Love in his Soul 
unto his GrattonsRedeemer, as he obſerved the Saints always 
were; and was that Fear of miſſing the Favour'of God, that he 
lay under, removed; he cou'd fay, in the Sincerity of his Heart, 
that he coud willingly rread upon all things in ti: 3Vorld 
(though formerly never ſo dear and pleaſant to him | to be dead, 
that ſo he might be where he cou'd fin no more again! fo dear 
and lovinga Lord. And here he told me, That he had lived with- 
out any regard to the Obſervation of the Zords-Day, ſeliom 
going to hear a Sermon : yea, That he uſually ſcofted at Mi- 
niſters, inſtead of Hearing, and following their Exhortations : 
That he ſeldom read the Scripture, if he cou'd get a Play or 
idle Hiſtory to read : That he gave his Tongue great Liberty 
to Lye, and ſpeak Unrrnths , but eſpecially (which now of 
all things grieved him moſt) to abuſe the Holy Name of 
GOD; and generally, in all his Diſcourſe, to wiſh God to 
damn him : That he had *been led aſide with tewd Women : 
That he was very Proud, and therefore wou'd not embrace 
{\uch Imployments as might have prevented his falling into fo 
bad Company as he uſed: And ſeveral other things, which 
he heartily wiſh'd the Lord wou'd preſerve all other Perſons 
from falling into; and pray'd God might give them Grace 
to learn from him what to do, as he- had done, leſt they 
might meet with the ſame Fate that he was'to ſuffer. This, 
and much more of this Nature, he expreſſed with as great 
Afﬀection, Satisfaction, and Joy, that he found himſelf thus 
diſpoſed; as ever I obſerved, I think, in any Perſon ; his very 
Looks and Geſture demonſtrating his Sincerity and Heavenly- 
mindedneſs at the time. 
Being ſurpriz'd and over-joy'd at this, I told him, I was ex- 
ceeding glad to fee the Return of Prayer ſo notable in his Caſe ; 
: and 


& 


NAM 


( 20} 


and that, as I wowd never diſſwade him from a Holy Fear, that 


being very conſiſtent with Faith, but, on the contrary, preſs him 
to entertain a Filial Fear always ; fo Iwas perſwaded theſe Deſires 
came from God, ſince we cou'd not of our ſelves either do or 
will what is well-pleaſing to Him, as ſuch deſires certainly were ; 
and that therefore the Lord wou'd perfe& what he had begun 
in him: Whereupon, thruſting his Head into my Boſom, he 
burſt forth into fuch a Flood of Tears, as ſurpriſed me ; but. 
upon my-asking, What the Matter was with him > he told me, 
That his Fears of God's Wrath, and his Deſires of his Fayour, 
with the frightful Looks his'former Life had, were ready to 
burſt his Heart inpieces : yea, ſo it was, that ſometimes he knew 
not whether he had a Heart or not: and upon this, he ſhewed 
me a Book, (which had been lent him) of a very Learned Au- 
thor, wherein were ſome things that increaſed his Torture of 
Mind, bnt taking, the Bible, I ſhew'd him an Inſtance in Scrip- 
ture directly contradifting what was there ſaid: whereupon, 
as he had Eaſe of Mind, fo he bitterly cry'd tor his negieRing 
co uſe the Holy Scriptures, which were io neceſiary and uſeful 
to one in his Condition, wiſhing none atter him to do the 
like. ; 
Upon the S:xteenth at Night, I flay'd witit hum very late, 
his Execution being expected upon the Morrow. And here, 
after ſome interchanges of Hopes and Fears, I obſerved in him 
a {weet Compoiure of Spir:t, fit for a dying Man, and fuch 
Ezfe cf Mind, as he begg'd God might continue to his laſt, 
which occaſton'a me to ask him more Queſtions than I had 
done for foe Days Letore : and I muſt necas fay, That for 
{trength of Memory, readineſs of Appreheniton, and folidity 
of Judgment, hc was a Youth of a Thouſand; jor I was not 
able to cxpiain ro 11m any Queſtion I a$Ka, lun, in the. be- 
ginning oj cur Acquaintance, better than he cou'd do it ro me 
n0w ; yea, of ieveral things I informd him of, to which ts 
was much a Stranger betore, ke ducours'd with that Judgment 
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and Feeling, which he had attained, as he-faid, by meditating 
and comparing of them with his own Condition, that I was at 
a ſtand to ſee it; and do really think, that if the Lord had 
prolong'd his Days, and continued unto him the Grace he 
had given him after his Condemnation, he had proved, as well 
one of the devouteſt Chriſtians, as cne of the beſt accompliſh'd 
Youths in the Kingdom. Ar this-time he told me, that thoſe 
Chapters, Za. 55. Fer. 3. and Ln. 15, had been cxtraordi- 
nary helps to his Soul ; and that it had pleaſed the Lord fig- 
nally to bleſs, for the good'of his Soul, fome other places of 
Scripture, which had been recommended unto him ar other 
times; ſuch as, Come unto me all je that labour, and are heavy 
laden, and I wilt give you reſt, Matt. 1. 28: /7e that cometh 
wnto me, I will in n1 wiſe. caſt cut, Johi'6. 375. Look unto me 
all ye ends of the Farth, and be ſaved, Ila. 415. 22. Only acknow- 
ledge thine Iniquity that thou haſt tranſc;xcl/od againſt the Lord 
thy God, Jer. 3. 12. 7 mas found of thoſe that fought me not, 
and made manifeſt unto thoſe that inquired not for me, Ro. 10. 20, 
Come now and let us reaſon together, ſaith the Lord : though your 
Sins be as ſearlet, they ſhall be as white as ſnow ; though they be 
red as crimſon, they fhall be as wool, Ia. 1. 18. O Tſrael, thou 
haſt deſtroy'd thy ſelf, but in me is thy help, Roſ. 13. 9. Why 
wilt thou die, O Fiouſe of Tſrael2 For as I live, ſaith the Lord, 
T delight not in the death of him that dieth, Ezek. 18. 31. And 
that had it not been for the Word of God, which: he had for- 
merly ſo much lighted, he had certainly been ruined by the 
Temptations of Satan, even in Prifon. 
' The next Morning I found him drefſt in order to his Execu- 
tion, and ſmilingly faid, I thought he look'd more like a Bride- 
aroom, than a Perſon to be Hang d: he anſwered me, he 
hop'd he was one, and to Le Married to one with whom he 
thou'd have Everlaſting Peace. But his Execution at that 
rime was prevented by a Reprieve, not long after brought in; 
at which, though I did obſerve him, I did not perceive any 
great Altcration 1n him. —Y That 
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That Evening T found in him ſome diſturbing Thoughts ; 
but after we had been ſome time at Praycr, (as three emines! 
Miniſters nad allo bcen that Day on his bchalf ) it pleaſed 
God to afliſt him with Strength to overcome them, and re- 
new his former Eafe and Satisfaction. 

I went again ſeveral times ext Day to fee him: At Night, 
aſter all means that ſo ſhort a time cou'd altow tor a turther 
Reprieve had been uſed, but without his Knowledge, I found 
him in a penſive Condition concerning his future Eſtate. 
Whexeupon I firſt went to Prayer with him tor ſome time, 
and then difcours'd with him largely of the many Changes 
the People of God have been under, even David himfelt, 
thinking at one Minute he ſhould never be move ; but at the 
next, ready to think he was caſt out of God's Sight ; and 
therefore, ſuch a wicked Wretch as he had been might ad- 
mire that God did not draw him all along through Hell, until 
he had landed him in Heaven; and he might think it won- 
derful Love in God, to give fuch an one as he any thing but 
Torture of Souf, when the bcft of the Saints had ſuffered fo 
much of it : And fince it procceded either from God, to 
try the Sincerity of his Faith and Repentance ; or from the 
Devil, to cauſe him to deſpair of God's Mercy ; his Work 
was, to keep cloſe to Chriſt, and to depend only upon the 
Mercy of God, through him, come what will. And it pleaſed 
God to give him after this ſo much Eaſe of Mind, that at laſt 
he faid, though I begg'd you to ſtay with me the Night be- 
tore, yet now I will defire you to leave me alone, for I hope 
God will hear my Night-Groans, and rciieve me: And fo I 
with'd him good Night. 

The next Morning, being the Day ot his Execution, he met 
me ſmiling, and imbracing me ſaid, he had not been in Bed 
all Night ; but God had given him ſuch Ealic, that he hop'd I 
ſhou'd not ſee his Countenance change any more. After he 
had received the Sacrament, and the Perion who gave it _ 
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had diſcourſed with him in private, I again diſcourſed with him 
alone, and he gave me ſuch Satisfaction concerning his hatred 
of, and forrow for Sin, eſpecially his own Sins, that had been 
dear to him in his Life, (as he expreſis'd it) his Love to God, 
Faith in Chriſt, Submiſſion to the Will of God, as to the man» 
ner of his Death, and forgiving every Perſon but himſelf, as 
made me amazed to behold the Riches of the free Grace of 
God in Chriſt fo fully poured forth upon» a poor Creature ; 
and he ſpoke what he faid with no leſs Senſe and Feeling, 
than if he had been a Chriſtian of more Years ſtanding than 
he had lived in the World. And he faid, he now deſir'd to 
be gone, while he found any thing of the Favour of God to- 
wards him ; and therefore car'd-not to fay any more in Priſon 
than this, I heartily thank you for all your Prayers and good 
Advices to me, they have not been 1n vain; and the Lord be 
with you until we mect where we ſhall love other for evermore. 
So leaving the Priſon, I went in the Coach with him to the 
Place of Execution, and obſerved a Compolure of Mind, at- 
eended with a dutiful Fear, all along. And when, upon'the 
Cart with him, in Singing the fifth Verſe of P/al. 32. which 
he had deſir'd the Ordinary to Sing, I plainly perceived, ( as 
all that ſaw. his Face hikewiſe wicht) of a ſudden, ſuch a Plea» 
fantneſs and Luſtre in his Countenance, as did ſeem to demion- 
ſtrate a fingular Maniteſtation of the glorious Favour of God 
upon his Soul: And thereupon, when all was done, and the 
reſt had taken their Leaves of him, I ſpoke to him, and found 
him in a Heavenly Frame of Spirit, and well ſatisfied in his 
Mind, and taking him by the Hand, he faid, The Lord be wit!t 
* you, and reward you for all your Kindneſs to me; for I can- 
not: But I now hope we fhall mcet in Heaven, where you. 
will have your Reward. | 
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Here were others who wvifited this Penitent in Prifon, and 


. were well ſatisfied of his Innocence ; and fome of theſe 
could have written more largely, if they had thought it nes 
ceſfary ; but this is more than enough, in a Caſe wherein there 
15-no more to be ſaid to the contrary : And this being ſo, it 
may afford Matter of fad Refleton to the Criminals, who have 
not only baſely Murthered one Innocent Perſon, but in effect; 
another beſides, and he a Friend, whom they had beforedrawn 


Into evil Courſes, and ſuch as brought Bitterneſs in the end : 


but withall, Matter of uſeful and neceſſary 4dmonition, to reflect 
ſeriouſly upon all their evil Courſes, conſider the end of them, 
and to putan end to them by ſuch a Repentance as may bring, 
Peace at the laſt, which, I doubt, can hardly be without Sub- 
miſlton to Juſtice. And whereas it doth appear, that there were 
Two Perſons Tudifted for the fame Crime, both of the ſame Com» 
pany, both preſent when the Murther was committed, and beth 
equally Guilty, as muſt needs be, if neither was ; and yet were 
{o diſtinguiſh'd at their Tryal, that the Oe was found Gui/ty, 
and the Other Acquitted; this, if done through any ſecret Cor- 
ruption of any Perſons, becauſe they had or had not Money, 
is Matter of fad RefleQtion to ſuch Perſons who, undoubtedly, 
have been guilty of ſuch Practices before ;. for their State and 
Condition is, without all queſtion, moſt deſperate, and not ta 
be otherwiſe remedied, but by giving Glory to God, by a pub- 
lick Confeſſion of their Crime, and fubmitting to the utmoſt 
Severity of the Juſtice of the Nation. It 1s a Crime above the 
ordinary degree of Murther, and ſuch as brings ſuch Guilt 
upon the Nation, as cannot be expiated but by Exemplary Pu- 
niſhment, if not ſuch as may poſſibly be above the reach of an 
ordinary Indictment ; for extraordinary Crimes may require 
extraordinary Authority to puniſh them. And it is a Vatter 
which deſerves, and crys aloud for the {crious Conitderarion of 
all zhe Judges. For though I do not know that any of thera 1s 
to be blamed for any Miſcarriage -in the Adminiſtration of 
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